Being a Wisdom-Centered VisionaryTM

Creating work from a new frame of reference and new state of being requires the use of wisdom. Wisdom is one of many powerful ‘tools’ needed to create purposeful work that is viable in the marketplace. Vision is another. Both together are a powerful transformative force. 

When we first sat down to write a chapter for Patricia’s book, PLAY LARGE: Evolution IS the Next Work Revolution, we started with a clean slate. Honing in on the title and focus for this section was a process of emergence itself. We knew our task was to talk about tapping your creative and visionary nature, but we had neither defined the starting point nor the final destination. Our willingness to not know allowed us to engage in discovery. What emerged was the knowing in order to evolve to the next level; we must become wisdom-centered visionaries. Through our iterative process and dynamic interaction, numerous insights surfaced and a new level of clarity revealed itself around what that means.

In these times it’s not enough to be a creative visionary, for this can good or for evil. When we add wisdom to the mix, the essence of creation changes.  It is seeped in the deeper self; into a place of greater knowing and greater good; results are more global, heart-felt, and wise. There is a responsibility to a wisdom-centered vision that must be honored for us to be the keepers of our visions and actualizers of the new reality.

A wisdom-centered vision is aligned with a higher purpose. A purpose that extends above and beyond oneself. It is more than you – it works through you. It means opening up the mind, heart, and soul to all that is possible. It’s a new ‘all-encompassing’ frame of reference from which we live our lives and do our work. It’s always having the better good in mind as you do the hard work first. It holds-up, embraces, and supports a view of life and work that is soulful and generative in nature.

Being a wisdom-centered visionary is not always pretty, and certainly not easy nor conventional. The path contains both light and shadow, strength and vulnerability. It requires a different state of consciousness and a commitment to the highest good regardless of how rough the terrain.

Living and working in the frame of a wisdom-centered visionary is a way of life that requires new being, thinking, and acting. It’s a conscious way of operating in the world. It’s part of your evolutionary path. 

As in the saying, “Be what you want most in the world,” a new state of being is calling. Stirring this pot will help it get started. Enlisting specific behaviors and actions will begin to draw it to the surface.

Becoming a wisdom-centered visionary is an over-time process. It is based on an expansive mental frame of reference and corresponding actions. We’ve come up with the following ‘Wisdom Process’ to assist you in this development. These are patterns we have observed and you may have others. Wisdom looks and is expressed differently for every one of us. 

Reflection and Awareness

Start by reviewing the following with an open heart and mind. See which of the frames, actions, and results speak to you. 
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We acknowledge that this may be easier said then done. As a way of support and direction, we have come up with ways to allow this process to be more engaging. On the following page are suggestions or homework for getting started. Choose what fits and leave the rest.

Once you start expressing yourself as a wisdom-center visionary, as with any new awareness, it becomes easier. The key is consistently engaging in your evolutionary development. 

Wisdom-Centered Visionary in Action
Read over the following homework suggestions and choose what calls you. Do as many of these as you please. Have fun and start stirring the pot.

New Ways of Being:

1. Always be willing to be a student of wisdom, life, and purpose.
2. Expect wisdom to surface within yourself and, at the same time, help others call their wisdom forth.
3. Surround yourself by wisdom figures.
4. Allow yourself to have fun. Wisdom is to enjoy. 
New Ways of Acting:

1. Make a ‘wisdom’ collage. Get a big piece of paper and glue on pictures, draw images, write words, etc...  Be sure these images express what wisdom is for you. Not just ancient wisdom but present day wisdom. Go beyond the conventional views of wisdom. Don’t let confusion stop you – get started and inspiration will take over.

2. Identify different ways of expressing your wisdom. This might look like dialoguing, journaling, drawing, movement, as well as other creative processes.

3. Create your own deck of wisdom cards. Get 10 or so blank cards and write and draw images that reflect wisdom for you. When done reflect on these daily, pick a card and ask what it’s telling you.

4. Write down what might be preventing you from accessing your wisdom? What within your current frame of reference keeps you from accessing a deeper level of wisdom?

5. Design your own wisdom map/path. First step back and envision your path to wisdom and let your imagination go. What do you see and sense as you move down the path.
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